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07giv             PUPPY APTITUDE TEST

This  score  sheet  has  been  prepared  for the  convenience  of those  who  have
Dog  I+a/-n/.ng For Dummi-es by Jack & Wendy Volhard  (IDG  Books,  2001),
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L~\vtrv-wv'1  puppy (color, sex) L/ic/j?u4rv\               litter  uii ` [u'    -                                datei,p# TEST                                                         I PURPOSE SCORE                       IH
OCIAL ATTRACTION

Degree of social
ELa:peerd:abdj:[¥,tt:i,mud:,.    I

1

Came  readily, tail  up, Hattraction to  people, pawed, licked at hands.
Place puppy in test area  about four feet from  the

onfidence, ordependence. itame readily, tail  up. H
ester. Tester kneels,  leans  backwards and coaxes Came readily, tail down 4
he  pup to  her/him  by clapping  hands gently. Pack  Drive.

if:::.hesitantly,tail a
|Didn't come at all. H

FOLLOWING
Willingness to  follow  a

Followed  readily, tailup,gotunderfoot,bitatfeet-
1

Followed  readily, tailuD,qol:underfoot. H
he tester stands up and slowly walks awayencouragingthepuppytofollow.Makesure the  pup

Followed  readily, tailuD 3Person'PackDrive.

Followed  readily, taildown- 4sees you  walk away.  Coax  puppy to  follow  by talking
o  it and attracting  its attention.

kFaoj],,::::.hesitantly, H
Did  not follow or wentaway. EH

RESTRAINT

Degree of dominance or

irsitarjYegdg,I:tt.fiercely,
1

Struggled fiercely, Hsubmissive tendency,andeaseofhandling in lailed.

Settled, struggled, ®he t:ester crouches  down  and  gently rolls the  pup  o
difficult  situations. ettled with some eyeontact

it:s  back  and  holds  it down  wit:h  light  pressure  with Fight  or  Flight  Drive. Estruggled 1:hen settled. Hnehandfor30S#&Sj¥€nd
LNoon::rcut:g,e,hoeye H
ELNooasvt:rdg:Lee,::rnatjan:tn.g H

SOCIAL DOMINANCE Degree of acceptance of

Fg=omwp,eedd,.pawe„t, 1

Pumped, pawed. H
uddled LJp to tester I

Puppy sits or stands on  crouching tester's left side

:::I:'Ddr:vme'nanigraPers0nl

and tried to lick face.
Squirmed, licked  athands. Hand tester gently strokes it from the head to back.

Continue stroking  until  a  recognizable  behavior is
Rolled  over,  Iicl(ed  athands, 5stablished.

hawwe::.awayandstayed H
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IGHT SENSITIVITY

he  puppy is placed  in  the center of the testing  area.
he tester ties a  string  around  a  bath towel  and
=rks  it across the floor two feet away from  puppy.

TABILITY

An  umbrella  is opened  about five feet from the
puppy and  gently  placed  on  the ground.

STRUCTURE

he puppy is gently set and  held  jn  a  natural stance
and  evaluated for structure  in  the following
categories :

•       Straight front

•       Straightrear

•       Shoulderlayback

•       Frontangulation

•       Croupangulation

•       Rearangulation

(see  diagram  below)

Degree of response to  a
moving  object,  such  as
chasing  bicycles,
children  or squirrels.

Prey  Drive.

Degree  of startle
response to a  strange
ObJ.ect.

Fight and  Flight Drive.

Degree of structural
soundness.

Good  structure  is
necessary.

Looked, attacked and
bit.
Looked,  barked and tail

Looked curiously,
attempted to
investigate.

Ran away, hid.
Looked and  ran to the
umbrella,  mouthing  or
biting  it.

Looked and walked to
he umbrella, smelling

it cautiously.
Lool{ed and went to
investigate.
Sat and  looked, but did
not move toward the
umbrella.
Ran away from the
umbrella.
Showed no interest.

he puppy is correct in
tructure.

he puppy has a slight
ault or deviation

he put)py has an
xtreme fault or

deviation-

(First  published  in  the  AKC  Gazette,  March  1979,  in  an  article  by  Melissa  Bartlett,)
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